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dutiful nephew. He even hinted to Lord Stamfordham that he dis-
approved of some of the " proteges."
Comparing King George with his father, Lord Stamfordham asked
slyly, "Did the King do all the talking?" And then said, "He is
a little apt to do it all. And in that he differs from his father, who
would have listened to you almost in silence and left you in doubt as
to whether he believed you or not." He said that King Edward read
very little, but seemed to seize upon the vital sentence in a document
by intuition. King George, on the contrary, is a great reader and will
not go to bed till he has read The Times, besides a vast number of
dispatches and telegrams. He is intensely conscientious and has in-
herited his grandmother's extraordinary memory. Lord Stamfordham
was with the King in Berlin in 1913, when the Kaiser talked very
freely. He said to Lord Stamfordham, " Of course we should never
fight, but if the French attacked me I would drive them into the
Atlantic Ocean. You do not know what it is to be hemmed in by
two countries who understand each other." Von Jagow told Lord
Stamfordham that we should have to leave Germany free to colonise;
then she would always be peaceable. Cambon brought us into the war
by pointing out that the French had sent their fleet to the Medi-
terranean at our request. Were we then to leave them at the mercy of
the Germans? Lord Stamfordham deplored the absence of Asquith
and Grey in these peace negotiations and said that Grey was learning
the Braille type, knowing that he would shortly become blind.
'Nov. 2. Alwyn Parker from the Foreign Office called on me and left
a scheme for the Allied Congress preparatory to the Peace Congress. It
is to be held in Paris about December I. I am to go out to take charge
of the police arrangements, and a special corps of printers with their
machines is being sent by the Stationery Office. Both Balfour and
Lord Hardinge are to go.
Nov. 4. The Foreign Office have made some of the newspapers issue
a warning that any news coming from Berlin to-night is not to be
credited. Perhaps this is concerning the abdication of the Kaiser, and
the Foreign Office fears that too much importance may be attached to
it as implying the end of the war.
Events are crowding on one another in these days, and the relief
and reaction make them seem almost unreal. Most of us are cool and